SAFETY FIRST
Home, Safe Home: Tips for Securing Your Home
Many real estate professionals have home offices. Whether you work at
home or not, you might want to consider additional steps to secure
your home. Burglars usually leave if they can’t break in within ninety
seconds. Anything that slows down a thief by even a minute or two can
keep your house from being robbed.
Make sure that all doors to the outside are metal or solid, 1¾” hardwood
and have good, sturdy locks.
Use the locks you have. Keep your doors and windows locked, even if
you’re at home. Get your children into this habit, too. And always lock up
your home when you go out, even if it’s only for a few minutes.
Secure sliding doors with commercially available bars or locks, or put a
wooden dowel or broomstick in the door track.
Make sure your windows, especially at ground level, have good locks and
use them.
Make sure all porches and other possible entrances are well lit. Heat or
motion sensing lights are a good choice for outdoor lights.
Trim any bushes or trees that hide doors or windows. Keep ladders,
tools, toys, and recreational equipment inside when you’re not using
them.
Watch your trash: Just bought a new entertainment system? A bunch of
empty boxes out by the curb triggers an alarm to would-be thieves.
Instead of putting boxes out in plain sight, cut them down, and stuff
them in trash bags.
Clearly display your house number, so police and other emergency
vehicles can find your home quickly.
If you see a screen that has been cut, broken windows, or a door that’s
been left open, don’t go in. Call the police from a neighbor’s house or
your cell phone.

For more safety tips, visit www.REALTOR.org/Safety

